
Terms of Use
These slides may be used under the following conditions:

● Only for presenting an Introduction to Social System Mapping (SSM) or the SSM Theory of 
Transformation 

○ The term Social System Mapping and the ‘Vortex’ slides can only refer to maps created using 
sumApp and Kumu.

■ You may not use these presentations to refer to maps made in other ways.

○ You may add your own logo to slides but do not remove the sumApp logo from slides that 
have it. 

○ You must include attribution to Greater than the Sum and the SSM CoP Graphics team 
somewhere in the slide deck.

○ If you change the text other than the date on any of the ‘Introduction’ slides, acknowledge that 
you’ve altered our language.  i.e. don’t attribute meaning or intention to Christine that you 
haven’t either heard or read her to say explicitly several times or else haven’t cleared with her. 

● You may insert these slides inside of a larger presentation of your own. However, be clear to 
distinguish what is your content and what is ours. 



Social System 
Mapping?

JUNE 9, 2023

WHAT IS



Introduction
WHAT IS IT?



Social System 
Mapping is…

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT IS SOCIAL SYSTEM MAPPING?

A social system map is a process we can participate in to make sense of the complex 
systems we are in. 
It is like combining microscopes and telescopes, all our shared senses, emotions, 
intuitions, our comparative experiences, and our thinking minds into one collaborative 
effort to understand and transform. 
At its best, a social system map is not a product we make together, it is a mirror of who 
we are, who we are becoming, and what we could become. 
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